
December 11, 2022 
Isa 35:1-6a,10; Jas 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11 

 Although happening once in human history, Jesus’ coming at Christmas is continuously 

happening for God.  We can think how we might, in our own time, receive and re-recieve Jesus 

into our lives.  However, the whole idea of allowing Jesus into our lives in a powerful way may 

seem out of the ordinary, scary, and foreign - or even something of the past that we are not even 

sure we could recapture.  You may be saying “I’m not even sure that I know what all that 

means.”  You may be wondering why go through it - and will it be good in the end? 

 This is what I was thinking in 1993 when I was with a group of junior high kids at a 

summer camp.  It wasn’t enough to encourage them to go on the ropes course - I had to go on 

ahead myself to calm their fears - but who was going to calm mine!  In case you don’t know, a 

ropes course is an obstacle course set up in a wooded area.  You climb up rope ladders into the 

trees, navigate obstacles high up off the ground, cross logs or rickety rope bridges from one tree 

to another and finally return to the ground.  To get back down, and the only way to get back 

down is the zip line.  With the people coming behind you you can’t go back the way you came 

and you have to sit on a platform 70 or more feet up, have a harness put on you which attaches to 

a cable between the trees that slopes down towards the ground.  All you have to do is to slide 

your butt off the platform and glide down the cable.  But I hesitated.  You’re saying to yourself 

“well they wouldn’t have this here if it didn’t work.” “I saw other people do it and they’re ok,” 

“there are staff here and at the ground to help me,” “there is no reason to be afraid.”  But 

something inside made me resist taking the step, something deep down made me doubt, 

something inside made me think that it’s not worth it.  If I had the option to get down another 

way I might have taken it. 

 Maybe this is what John the Baptist was feeling as he was in prison.  His question he 

sends people to Jesus is strange: are you he who is to come or should be look for another?  John 

is the one who pointed out Jesus in the first place, he was there when the sky opened up at Jesus’ 

Baptism and the voice of the Father was heard, and the Holy Spirt appears as a dove over Jesus’ 

head.  How could he not be clear about him?  Sometimes an inner fear, doubt, and reluctance, 

makes us question Jesus being able to become present to us.  Although we should know the 

power of God to do anything, we should know of his timelessness and ability to spread an event 



over the course of history, we should be convicted in His love for us as we have heard many 

times - but we also may, like John, not be clear. 
 We have seen others have experiences of the Lord, we know that there are supports there 

in the Church to help - but what if something goes wrong and I am disappointed?  Like me 

sitting on the zip line platform you may contemplate all that is involved in the Christian life and 

say: “Isn’t there another way”?   Jesus’ answer to John’s disciples is simple - look at what you 

have already seen and once believed in.  Don’t look at the fear of it not being true but look at the 

hopeful and joyful promise of it being true.  In the Gospel, Jesus points to the things He has been 

doing - things which we heard in the first reading that where prophesied to signal the coming of 

the Messiah.  Even the difficulties and sufferings of life are also prophesied - so we should see 

this as part of the process - but in our fear we want the easy way, we want the safe way.  As I sat 

at the edge of that platform I threw caution to the wind and slid off.  At first I dropped straight 

down for a couple of feet - sure that I had just made a big mistake - then the rope caught and I 

went sailing along the cable one of the most exhilarating rides I’ve ever had.  That experience 

would not have happened if I didn’t take the risk. 

 Those same prophecies that Jesus fulfilled promise a time of peace, they call us to 

encourage one another, they tell us to look for His coming.  They speak about the coming savior, 

not just to a nation - to people personally and individually.  St. James says to his community: Be 

patient, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the 

precious fruit of the earth … You too must be patient … because the coming of the Lord is at 

hand.  Remember, he is writing this after Jesus’ coming in Bethlehem, after the death and 

resurrection.  He is speaking not about the birth in Bethlehem and not just about the second 

coming at the end of the world, but he is telling each of them that the Lord’s coming is at hand - 

it is right there to touch!  We too can hear this spoken to us.  Whether we are in good times or 

bad, in a prison of someone else’s making or one of our own - Jesus seeks to come to us and 

spread the joy of His birth into our lives.  We have to want it, we have to risk to do as He calls 

us.  Sliding your butt off the platform and into the area of fear is the only way to experience the 

full joy of the ride.  So don’t look for the “safe” way out.  During this Mass and especially at 

Communion open yourself to encounter Jesus.  Don’t be afraid to commit anew to following the 

will of God, plunge in and trust the Lord and know that He who has made the promise is faithful.


